


Around here, normal is just a setting on 
the dryer. That’s what the world feels like right 
now, so I’ve been practicing a skill that can be 
summed up in one word: “noticing.” Authors 
and illustrators are experts at the skill of 
noticing and the art of translating the world into 
stories and ideas. 

Two remarkable books have crossed my desk 
that are perfect examples. The first is World of 
Wonders: In Praise of Fireflies, Whale Sharks, 
and Other Astonishments. It’s a collection 
of nature essays on subjects ranging 
from memories of childhood family trips to 

questions asked during a national bird counting day with the author’s 
two young sons. Nezhukumatathil writes with a poetic economy of 
words that brings every short chapter into sharp focus. Reading it, I 
felt joyfully immersed in our world of wonders.

The second is a picture book: Nothing in Common. Two kids living in 
neighboring buildings never wave to each other because they have 
nothing in common, although separately, they 
love watching the old man with his marvelous 
dog. They both notice the day when something 
changed: “Neither had ever seen an old man 
cry. Or heard a name called so sadly it flies 
through your window and lands on your chest.” 
In parallel searches, they both go looking for 
the dog, and when they find him, they also find 
that they need each other to guide him home 
to the old man. Finally, they have something in 
common: friendship.

Cheers to the “noticers.”

Collette, 2020

I Am!: Affirmations for Resilience by Bela Barbosa and Edel Rodriguez, 
Rise x Penguin Workshop, $9.99

    Written by an early childhood social emotional 
learning educator, I Am! is a brilliant tool for building 
resilience. We all recognize the importance of giving 
children space to feel angry, sad, or frustrated. This 
book teaches that it is also crucial to give kids the 
skills to move on from those emotions, when they’re 
ready. Verbal affirmations and soothing embodied 
practices are paired with simple, bright illustrations. 
Everyone from toddlers to grown-ups will find 
strength in this book.    KaraCover art by Sarah Mai

World of Wonders: In Praise of Fireflies, Whale Sharks, 
and Other Astonishments by Aimee Nezhukumatathil, 

illustrated by Fumi Nakamura, Milkweed Editions, $25.00

Nothing in Common by Kate Hoefler and Corinna Luyken, 
HMH Books for Young Readers, $17.99

Next to You: A Book of Adorableness 
by Lori Haskins Houran, illustrated by Sydney Hanson, Albert Whitman & 

Company, $7.99

    Striking the perfect balance between silly 
and sweet, this book’s illustrations and text 
are both cheek-pinchingly cute. Lori Haskins 
Houran and Sydney Hanson throw out just 
about every adorable animal you can think of-
-but, dear reader, they’re nothing compared 
to you. Perfect for reading out loud, this book 
lets the little one you’re buying for know that 
nothing in the world can compete with them--
not even a baby giraffe.    Linda

Paper Peek: Animals by Chihiro Takeuchi, 
Candlewick Studio, $14.99

    Hop in your hot air balloon and journey around the 
world! Both children and parents will delight in this 
colorful search-and-find book. See if you can point 
out zebras in Africa, toucans in South America, and 
wild boars in Asia. Filled with cutouts and adorable 
animal prints, Paper Peek: Animals is sure to have 
readers going wild.    Anna

Whose Bones?: An Animal Guessing Game 
by Gabrielle Balkan, illustrated by Sam Brewster, 
Phaidon Press, $12.95

    Skeletons accompanied by helpful clues invite little 
ones to guess which animals the bones belong to in 
this sturdy board book. Lift-the-flap pages reveal the 
mystery animals with colorful illustrations, along with 
fun facts like this one: “My skull is so big I could eat 
a pick-up truck. But I don’t.” Can you guess which 
animal that enormous skull belongs to?    Drew

Hello, Bear! and Hello, Whale! 
by Sam Boughton, Templar, $12.99

    These informational lift-the-flap books are an 
animal lover’s dream come true! Boughton uses 
adorable illustrations to teach readers about a wide 
variety of animals and their habitats. The pages 
are brimming with facts that are sure to intrigue 
inquisitive minds. Both books will have your little 
naturalist running outside to say, “Hello!”    Anna

baby & toddler
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I Am Every Good Thing by Derrick Barnes and Gordon C. James, 
Nancy Paulsen Books, $17.99

    The adventurous, joyful, confident Black narrator 
of this book leads us in one powerful affirmation 
after another. “I am every good thing that makes the 
world go round…I am brave. I am hope. I am my 
ancestors’ wildest dreams.” Each page is filled with 
beautiful, lively portraits and empowering text. As a 
teacher, I would read this to students in elementary, 
middle, and high school to remind them that they 
are, “a star-filled sky of solutions.” A vital and 
relevant picture book you’ll want to share.    Karlyn

Night Wishes edited by Lee Bennett Hopkins, illustrated by Jen Corace, 
Eerdmans Books for Young Readers, $18.99

    A good bedtime story never gets old, especially 
not one as imaginative and tender as this. 
Fans of Goodnight Moon will find themselves 
in a familiar atmosphere when they open Night 
Wishes. Items from a child’s bedroom share 
their perspectives of the night in a series of short 
poems. Enchanting illustrations and rhythmic 
verse roll the reader through a dream-filled 
slumber, returning to the bedroom when the 
night is through.    Claire

baby & toddler

Turtle Walk by Matt Phelan, 
Greenwillow Books, $17.99

    Follow a turtle family as they go on a long, 
sloooooow walk. Filled with sweet watercolor 
illustrations of a darling family traveling 
together, Turtle Walk is a story about taking in 
the scenery and enjoying time spent together. 
The journey may last a long time, but the 
memories made with each other last even 
longer. And all that traveling and patience may 
lead to a big reward!    Anna

picture
The Bear and the Moon by Matthew Burgess, 
illustrated by Catia Chien, Chronicle Books, $18.99

    After a snooze, Bear looks skyward, where a little 
dot grows into a floating red moon on a silver string. 
Bear is delighted to have company and shares his 
life with the moon. But one day, he squeezes too 
hard and the moon bursts, leaving only scraps of red. 
Distraught, Bear blames himself. With time, he finds 
a transcendent source of love and comfort. Filled with exquisite language and 
whimsical illustrations, this is a tender and subtly-humorous story of friendship, 
loss, and self-forgiveness.    Kara

Snow Birds by Kirsten Hall, illustrated by Jenni Desmond, 
Abrams Books for Young Readers, $17.99

     What happens to the birds that don’t fly south for 
the winter? Snow Birds introduces us to these resilient 
birds through verse bursting with sound and soft, 
striking illustrations. This book could be a delight for 
any season, but is especially a treasure for the winter 
months, revealing how life and beauty can endure 
through the harshest conditions.    Claire

Me & Mama by Cozbi A. Cabrera, 
Denene Millner Books, $17.99

    From cover to cover, my daughter and I love 
reading this book together. It smells like cinnamon 
as our narrator tiptoes to find mama in the quiet rainy 
morning. Warm spice pervades, exuberant art tenderly 
taking us along organic moments of a treasured 
day. Mama is a marvel, honoring darling daughter’s 
curiosity and spirit. Never more than now does this 
gorgeous and tangible ode to child-parent devotion 
ring so true and so eternally sweet.    Jesse

Norbert the Winter Gnome 
by Daniela Drescher, Floris Books, $9.95

    On a cold winter day, Norbert the gnome tucks in to 
a warm bowl of porridge inside his snug little home. As 
he dines he wonders if his animal friends have enough 
to eat, and decides to deliver tasty treats to them 
all before the day is done. Cozy, warm illustrations 
accompany this gentle friendship story.    Kristen

In the Half Room by Carson Ellis, Candlewick, $16.99

    Half a flower, half a vase, half a rug, half a face. 
Even half a cat! Everything in this strange room is 
only one half, but this book is a whole work of art. 
Ellis’s charming illustrations are captivating alongside 
fun, simple rhymes. This sweet and quiet book is 
perfect for snuggling in at bedtime (especially for all 
cat lovers).    Sarah
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Every Color of Light: A Book about the Sky by Hiroshi Osada, 
illustrated by Ryōji Arai, translated by David Boyd, 
Enchanted Lion Books, $17.95

     A meditation on the natural world spans a day and 
you might be the only human around to witness it. 
Hone your senses through rainstorm, setting sun and 
rising moon admidst an ancient starry sky. Listen to 
the elements and feel the vibrancy in every skyscape. 
Deeply textural illustrations are windows to one 
remote place in time, each shedding new light on the 
visible spectrum. Here is a poetic invitation to lose 
ourselves in a lush, reflective world. Settle in.    Jesse

The Barnabus Project by The Fan Brothers, 
Tundra Books, $18.99

    The Fan Brothers have done it again with this 
quirky picture book. Barnabus, who is half elephant 
and half mouse, was created to be the perfect pet. 
Instead, he is kept in a glass jar on a shelf with 
all the other failed pets. With illustrations ranging 
from hauntingly beautiful to bright and cheery, this imaginative book teaches 
readers that in a world obsessed with perfection, it’s ok to be imperfect.    
Anna

picture picture

Our Little Kitchen by Jillian Tamaki, Harry N. Abrams, $17.99

    We watched homeless encampments crop 
up in south Minneapolis this summer. We see 
our neighbors in need. Day-to-day survival for 
so many balances on a knife-edge. Drawing 
from her own weekly commitment to provide a 
nourishing meal, Jillian Tamaki serves up just 
the soul-stirring story for this moment. In one 
little kitchen, an eclectic crew comes together 
with superhuman energy to feed bellies and fill 
hearts.    Jesse

Ten Ways to Hear Snow by Cathy Camper, 
illustrated by Kenard Pak, Kokila, $17.99

    On Lina’s winter walk to her grandmother’s to 
make warak enab, she listens closely to all the ways 
she can hear snow: boots crunch, shovels scrape, 
and a blanket of white wraps the neighborhood in 
silence. This book celebrates everyday moments: 
cooking in a warm kitchen with family, the cold quiet 
of snowy days, and all that we can discover when 
we take time to listen.    Claire

A Mystery in the Forest 
by Susanna Isern and Daniel Montero Galán, 
Cuento de Luz, $16.95

    In all seasons, Deer likes to gather ingredients from 
the forest to bake sweet treats for his neighbors. One 
day, his recipe book goes missing, and mysterious 
footprints are found near his house. Follow the trail to 
enjoy a whimsical woodland story about generosity, 
friendship, and the power of a shared meal. This book 
will make you want to cozy up in the kitchen and bake with loved ones!    Claire

Becoming a Good Creature by Sy Montgomery, illustrated by Rebecca Green, 
HMH Books for Young Readers, $17.99

    Animals have a lot to teach us about how to be 
good creatures. A weasel can teach forgiveness, 
an octopus to find common ground, a dog to trust in 
tomorrow. Full of bright illustrations, good lessons, 
and even better creatures, this touching book is 
perfect for young animal lovers, and a wonderful 
invitation for readers of all ages to learn from the 
world around us.    Claire

The Suitcase by Chris Naylor-Ballesteros, HMH Books for Young Readers, $17.99

     A stranger arrives one day pulling a big 
suitcase. When the other animals ask him about 
it, he explains that there’s a teacup inside. When 
pressed he adds: also a table, a chair, and a 
little kitchen in a cabin. Their curiosity turns into 
disbelief and suspicion; after the exhausted 
traveler falls asleep, the animals break open the 
suitcase. I won’t give away the ending, but when 
he wakes up, the stranger can’t believe what the 
others have done. A beautifully spare tale about 
immigration, remorse, and reparation.    Collette

If You Come to Earth by Sophie Blackall, 
Chronicle Books, $18.99

    This epistolary picture book from beloved author/
illustrator Sophie Blackall tells aliens everything they 
need to know before visiting Earth. Full of facts about 
the diversity of people, plants, and animals that inhabit 
our planet alongside gorgeous illustrations, this is a 
perfect read-aloud for curious kids.    Linda
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Bibbit Jumps by Bei Lynn, translated by Helen Wang, 
Gecko Press, $18.99

   A succession of stories, each only a few pages, star a frog 
named Bibbit, his little sister, and their cast of animal friends. 
It’s unusual to find books in translation for younger readers, and 
this one is absolutely charming—great to read aloud to those 
who have graduated from picture books or for a beginning 
reader to work through on their own.    Linda

beginning readers

Willa the Wisp: The Fabled Stables Book 1 by Jonathan Auxier, 
illustrated by Olga Demidova, Harry N. Abrams, $12.99

    As a kid, I devoured any book about caring for animals, 
especially mythical ones, and I know child-me would have loved 
The Fabled Stables. Full of humor and adventure, the first book 
in this series has Auggie, the stable caretaker, rushing headlong 
into a swamp to rescue a new creature. Auxier has brought to life 
a cast of endearing characters, and I can’t wait to see what new 
animal calls the stables home.    Anna

See the Cat: Three Stories About a Dog by David LaRochelle, 
illustrated by Mike Wohnoutka, Candlewick, $8.99

    For children and their grown-ups, beginner books often seem 
boring, but not this romp of a reader. When the book (actually 
a character) attempts to tell a cat story, the dog that is pictured 
(there is no cat) feels offended. It learns the power of words 
by inserting its own to change the outcome of the story with 
hilarious effect. See the cat? No! See the fully engaged little reader.    Carmelle

picture
The Most Beautiful Thing by Kao Kalia Yang, 
illustrated by Khoa Le, Carolrhoda Books, $17.99

    Kalia’s grandmother was born on the 
other side of the world, across a wide ocean, 
where, “she once looked into the gleaming 
eyes of a tiger.” All the grandchildren love 
to hear their beloved grandmother’s stories 
of bravery and resilience. The book moves 
from the jungles of Laos to life in the 
United States. Captivating, with gorgeous 
illustrations so beautiful they could be 
framed.    Karlyn

Swift Fox All Along by Rebecca Thomas, 
illustrated by Maya McKibbin, Annick Press, 
$18.95

     Swift Fox is filled with nervous butterflies 
as she meets her extended family for the 
first time. What if they don’t like her? What 
if she doesn’t fit in? Everyone has those 
concerns sometimes, and Thomas has 
crafted a beautiful story about embracing 
yourself. Alongside McKibbin’s rich colorful 
illustrations, we learn about Swift Fox’s 
Mi’kmaq heritage as she struggles to 
embrace it and join a bigger family.    Anna

Sadiq and the Perfect Play by Siman Nuurali,
 illustrated by Anjan Sarkar, Picture Window Books, $6.95

    Sadiq and his friends are inspired to put on a play, and 
between building the set, making the costumes and learning 
the lines there is so much to do! Sadiq thinks that, as director, 
it’s his job to make all the decisions, but he learns that when 
everyone helps you have all you need for a perfect play. 
Join Sadiq on all his adventures in this bright and engaging 
beginning reader series!    Kristen

Pea, Bee, & Jay: Stuck Together and Wannabees 
by Brian “Smitty” Smith, HarperAlley, $7.99 each

    Pea, Bee, and Jay are three unlikely friends living on a farm. 
Although the trio often gets into trouble (who knew raspberries 
could be rude?), they always get through it if they stick 
together. Smith combines running gags and clever wordplay 
with his bright illustrations to create a new series that will leave 
you wanting more, bee-lieve me!    Anna

All Because You Matter by Tami Charles, 
illustrated by Bryan Collier, Orchard Books, 
$17.99

    Black Lives Matter. An uncontroversial 
statement. An uncontroversial statement?!? 
While the world struggles with that, 
this poetic work fosters conversations 
concerning racial injustice for all families. 
For Black families, this buoyant book offers 
an affirmation of community support along 
with ancestral and familial love that does 
not require permission from society to be 
granted. What an empowering book for our 
times!    Carmelle
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intermediate

Skunk and Badger by Amy Timberlake, 
illustrated by Jon Klassen, Algonquin Young Readers, $18.95

    A delightful odd-couple story. Badger is a dedicated rock 
scientist. He likes everything contained and in its proper 
place. When Skunk arrives on his doorstep, Badger’s life 
is turned upside down. Skunk and Badger end up on some 
wonderful adventures involving lots and lots of chickens! 
The writing is joyful and lyrical, and Klassen’s wistful 
illustrations make you want to linger in the story. 
A wonderful book to share and read aloud.    Karlyn

The Girl and the Ghost by Hanna Alkaf, 
HarperCollins, $16.99

    All her life, quiet, good Suraya has only needed one 
friend: her ghost, Pink, who is sworn by blood to protect 
her. But when Suraya makes her first human friend, Pink’s 
extreme jealousy sets off a dangerous chain of events that 
will alter their bond forever. Does fortune favor the bold? 
In a hair-raising quest across the Malaysian countryside, 
Suraya is sure to find out!     Katie

Tune It Out by Jamie Sumner, 
Atheneum Books for Young Readers, $17.99

     Crowds, loud noises, and physical contact: gentle Lou 
knows these fears make her different, but a transient 
life with her mom has helped them avoid Lou’s sensory 
processing disorder. After an accident reveals their living 
conditions, Lou is sent to live with relatives. Finally, she 
has the support she needs to tune out the noise and 
discover courage! A tender, inspiring, and necessary story 
that opens a window into the neurodiverse mind.   Stacy

Everything Sad Is Untrue (A True Story) by Daniel Nayeri, 
Levine Querido, $17.99

     Khosrou is just a misunderstood refugee kid telling a 
story in front of his class in Oklahoma (and everyone calls 
him Daniel). As Daniel begins to speak, he embodies the 
great Persian storyteller Scheherazade (of One Thousand 
and One Nights), recounting numerous tales to entertain, 
distract, and placate an inhospitable audience (including 

you, dear reader). Woven with threads of vivid metaphors and a few too many 
(hilarious) poop stories, Daniel’s patchwork (true) story will break your heart 
and mend it again. Storytelling at its finest.   Kara

graphic
Measuring Up by Lily LaMotte and Ann Xu, 
HarperAlley, $12.99

    After moving to Seattle, Cici finds herself feeling out 
of place at her new school and wishing she was still 
with her grandma, A-má, in Taiwan. Her plan is solid: 
she is going to win the grand prize in a juniors cooking 
competition and get her A-má a ticket to Seattle for her 
70th birthday. This story of family, food, and finding 
your own way will leave you inspired…and hungry!    
Sarah

Twins by Varian Johnson and Shannon Wright, 
Graphix, $12.99

     Shannon Wright and Varian Johnson combine their 
talents to create a vivid and witty graphic novel about 
twins forging separate identities. The pages burst with 
color and movement while the script is both honest and 
humorous. Not only do the artists capture the pains 
of middle school, they celebrate the love of family.    
Karlyn

The Witches: The Graphic Novel 
by Roald Dahl and Pénélope Bagieu, Scholastic Inc., $14.99

     They wear gloves, and pointy shoes, and wigs. 
Most of all...they despise children! After meeting the 
Grand High Witch herself, a boy and his grandmother 
suddenly find themselves as the only ones who can 
save all the children from the witches’ evil plot. This 
contemporary and colorful graphic adaption of the 
beloved Roald Dahl story had me falling in love with 
The Witches all over again.    Sarah

Black Heroes of the Wild West: Featuring 
Stagecoach Mary, Bass Reeves, and Bob 
Lemmons by James Otis Smith, Toon Graphics, $9.99

    This book strikes the perfect balance between fact 
and fun by including comic-book-style vignettes about 
three Black heroes from days of yore alongside real 
photographs of Black, Brown, and Native cowboys 
and homesteaders. For any child curious about the 
U.S. history that doesn’t show up in a John Wayne 
movie, this will perfectly whet their appetite to find out 
more.     Linda
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young adultgraphic

Lightfall: The Girl & the Galdurian by Tim Probert, 
HarperAlley, $12.99

    Bea and Cad are two exceptionally well-developed 
characters. The comradery between the two and their 
growing acceptance of each other’s strengths and faults 
is hugely heartwarming and sure to captivate readers. 
The absolutely stunning artwork is the frosting on a 
delightfully well-written cake. With unexpected twists 
and shining dialogue, Lightfall is a new series to watch!   
Anna

The Magic Fish by Trung Le Nguyen, 
Random House Graphic, $16.99

     Tiến is not just working through the cultural and 
language barrier between himself and his mother by 
reading her fairy tales in English, he’s also trying to 
make it through as a queer teenager at a Catholic 
school. A gentle, loving, and gorgeously-illustrated 
story from local author Trung Le Nguyen—see if you 
can spot Minneapolis in the backgrounds!   Linda

Raybearer by Jordan Ifueko, Harry N. Abrams, $18.99

    A diverse cast of characters, a complex but not 
overwhelming world, and the deep care put into every 
detail make this the perfect fantasy novel for teens and 
adults. Jordan Ifueko is a debut author and it’s clear 
she’s devoted her life to creating this book. Tarisai may 
be able to take your memories, but you’ll never be able 
to forget her.    Linda

Elatsoe by Darcie Little Badger, illustrated by Rovina Cai, 
Levine Querido, $18.99

    Elatsoe can raise the spirits of the dead, a precarious 
skill passed down through her Lipan Apache family, that 
she has only ever used innocuously to reunite with her dog 
Kirby. But when her cousin is brutally murdered, Elatsoe is 
determined to uncover the dark forces behind his strange 
death and prevent his vengeful human ghost from causing 
chaos. Set in a spooky parallel present-day America, where 
faerie rings, vampires, and modern technology co-exist, 
Elatsoe is one of the most hauntingly original stories I’ve ever read.    Kara

Furia by Yamile Saied Méndez, Algonquin Young Readers, 
$17.95

    In Camila’s family, soccer is a man’s game. Her 
secret: She’s a talented player who yearns to go pro. 
Just when an international tournament gives her the 
opportunity to catch scouts’ eyes, tensions at home 
– and first love – threaten to derail her dreams. Set
against the backdrop of Argentina’s burgeoning feminist
movement, Furia is an inspiring story of a young woman
finding strength on and off the field.    Leigh

Grown by Tiffany D. Jackson, Katherine Tegen Books, $17.99

     Perfect for the true crime, thriller, or mystery lover in 
your life! Tiffany D. Jackson bases all her suspenseful 
and unique books on real cases, but fictionalizes them 
to keep readers mesmerized and guessing. I read 
this book in five hours and barely stopped to breathe 
while doing so. Enchanted’s story is enthralling, and 
the text conversations, flash-forwards, and transcripts 
throughout keep everything in context. Don’t miss this 
book!    Linda

A Cat Story by Ursula Murray Husted, Quill Tree Books, 
$12.99

    Inspired by the Minnesota author’s travels in Malta 
and love-hate relationship with museums, this fun and 
unusual graphic novel tells the story of two stray cats 
who are searching for a mythical garden. Not only do 
they walk across several Mediterranean islands, they 
walk through dozens of famous paintings as well. A 
lovely fable for young readers.    Linda

Class Act by Jerry Craft, Quill Tree Books, $12.99

    Many middle grade graphic novels faithfully depict 
universal teenage drama, and while Class Act has its 
fair share of growth spurts, body odor, and budding 
relationships, it also dives deep into how race and 
privilege affect all aspects of our lives. Powerful and 
engaging, this companion to Newbery award-winning 
New Kid broadens our view of Jordan, Drew, and 
friends as they navigate their second year of prep 
school with humor and heart.    Kristen
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Storey’s Curious Compendium of Practical and 
Obscure Skills: 214 Things You Can Actually Learn 
How to Do by the How-To Experts at Storey Publishing, 
Storey Publishing, $29.95

Getting bored with being stuck at home? Now is the perfect 
time to master a new craft or skill! Look no further than 
this Curious Compendium. Packed with intriguing visual 
tutorials, this book will teach you to rewire a lamp, identify 
bird calls, and even shear a sheep. Perfect for restless 
minds and life-long learners.      Alec

The Lost Spells by Robert Macfarlane and Jackie Morris, 
Anansi International, $26.00

    This little treasure bears magic of the strongest sort: 
that of the natural world. Poems and paintings brim with 
life, weaving through moths’ wings, oak branches, and 
swift-filled skies. Enchantments of all sorts—playful 
tongue twisters, healing charms, and wistful lullabies—
accompany pages saturated with rich illustrations of 
plants and animals. This book of spells is sure to entrance 
readers of all ages.    Claire

gift

A Curious Collection of Peculiar Creatures: An Illustrated Encyclopedia 
by Sami Bayly, The Experiment, $17.95

    Most people choose from the same pool of favorite 
animals: the kingly lion, the mighty eagle, the fearsome 
shark. But have you ever considered the bristly Antarctic 
scale worm? Or the follicly-challenged hairless Chinese 
crested dog? In this gorgeously-illustrated book, Bayly 
points the spotlight toward some rather strange, yet no 
less fascinating, animals who deserve a closer look. 
It’s their time to shine, in all their toothy, tentacled, and 
definitely peculiar glory.    Anna

adult

Crooked Hallelujah by Kelli Jo Ford, Grove Press, 
$26.00

    Reading each chapter in Ford’s sparkling 
debut, with its shifting points of view, is like sifting 
through a box of old, faded photos. In her story 
of four generations of Cherokee women, we see 
how home, both the place and the people within, 
forges bonds strong enough to withstand all 
manner of struggle and disappointment. There is 
little romanticism here, but the book at its core is 
a real love story.    Katie

Transcendent Kingdom by Yaa Gyasi, Knopf, $27.95

    Gifty is a brilliant neuroscientist who was raised 
evangelical, studying reward-seeking behavior in 
mice. As she cares for her mother who struggles 
with depression, she confronts issues of race, 
grief, addiction, mental illness, immigration, 
religion, and faith, all through the lens of her own 
experiences and her Ghanaian-American family in 
Alabama. Completely different from Gyasi’s debut 
Homegoing, but just as stunning and epic in its 
depth and the array of subjects it so eloquently 
tackles.    Drew

Memorial: A Novel by Bryan Washington, 
Riverhead Books, $27.00

    Benson and Mike are in a complicated, 
possibly-failing relationship when Mike’s mother 
Mitsuko arrives for a visit from Tokyo, and a 
day later he leaves to say goodbye to his dying 
and estranged father in Osaka. After meeting 
for the first time, Benson and Mitsuko are stuck 
living together in a small apartment in Houston. 
Through the alternating perspectives of Benson 
and Mike, Washington lovingly explores 
the changing and sometimes challenging 
relationships between partners, parents and 
their adult children, and friends. The cities 
of Houston and Osaka are so present they 

are almost characters, and I loved the descriptions of food and cooking 
throughout. This book has stayed with me in the best way.    Drew

Telephone Tales by Gianni Rodari, 
illustrated by Valerio Vidali, translated by Anthony Shugaar, 
Enchanted Lion Books, $27.95

    Full of whimsy and wonder, this beautifully-made 
book is an ideal gift for families at any stage. Each story 
is short (perfect for reading aloud) and sandwiched 
between vibrant, wonderful illustrations that will be 
delightful to adults and children alike. Discover each 
character again and again and let the book guide you 
through a gorgeous journey!    Linda
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Do You Read Me?: Bookstores
Around the World 
edited by Gestalten and Marianne Julia Strauss, 
Gestalten, $60.00

    In an industry based on a universal object: the 
book, you might mistakenly think all bookstores 
are alike. Happily, Do You Read Me? illustrates 
that the essence of the independent bookstore 
is shaped by the people who work and shop 
there. Peruse radically different styles of 
bookshops from austere (one in Japan sells only 
one selection per week) to opulent (another in 
Portugal is architecturally astonishing and sells 

tickets for entrance). Each selection is a portrait of bookish passion, and the 
quality of production of the book itself makes me absolutely giddy! Gestalten 
has created an art book, and yes (blushing furiously), Wild Rumpus is 
graciously included. This book is a gift for anyone missing the in-person 
shopping experience! Please shop local and keep this hallowed tradition 
called bookselling alive!    Collette

For the safety of our staff and customers, 
Wild Rumpus will continue to operate 

online only through the end of 2020 and into 2021. 

Please visit us at wildrumpusbooks.com 
to order books and to find curbside pickup hours, 
recommendations and gift ideas, animal updates, 

and virtual events and story times.

Thank you for your continued support!

wildrumpusbooks.com
info@wildrumpusbooks.com
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